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Mission
The variety and quality of experiences during the first eight years of life provide the essential foundation for each child’s future success. The purpose of this resource
is to promote continuity of practice among families, educators, and community partners that leads to optimal conditions for learning.

Professionals and stakeholders will understand and implement research- based, developmentally appropriate practices; ensuring alignment birth through third grade.
STAKEHOLDERS
Children, Families, Community Partners, District Administrators, Principals/Site Administrators, Teaching Teams, Child Care Providers, Service Providers, Higher Education

Target Audience of Document: Early Childhood Educators and Early Care & Education Providers.
Knowing about Child Development and Knowing What Is Individually Appropriate Knowing What Is Culturally Appropriate
Learning Understanding what children know and can Educators must accept the legitimacy of
It is essential that the school, community,and| do, how they process information, solve children’s home language, respect (hold in high
families embrace the birth to third grade problems, and how they interact with other regard) the home culture, and promote and
learning continuum that builds a strong children and adults, guides student learning |encourage the active involvement and support of

foundation of supports for children with a and growth along the birth to third grade all families, including extended and
deeper understanding of appropriate teaching learning continuum. nontraditional family units.
practices to help children be engaged and (NAEYC 1995, 2)
successful learners.
Implementation Indicators Data Collection and Analysis Evidence Resources
Options

Transition is a process that occurs [Definitions / Explanations on What tells us that we have [Organize individual links by either family
over time and involves preparing what data collection and the component indicator in for program category - currently in bold)
children and families to adjust to ~ [pnalysis means place?

new settings once Early On ends
when a child reaches 36 months of
age. The process includes transition
planning and/or conferences, data
gathering and decision making, and
potential transition services, and
must take place when the child is
between 27 and 33 months of age.




Implementation Indicators

Data Collection and Analysis

Evidence
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Resources

Transition Planning

Child:

Individualized supports for all
children that are culturally aware
and based on strengths and needs
Opportunities to practice
skills across developmental
domains that are necessary
to be successful in the next
environment.
Individualized supports
regarding identified needs
Established routines and
familiarity with program
elements

Close positive relationships
with teacher and school
personnel

Options
Transition Planning

Child:

When a child is leaving Early On
because the child is turning 3, the
family and service coordinator
will look at what should happen
next for the child. Plans will be
made for the transition from Early
On when the child is between 27
and 33 months old.

Prior Written Notice (PWN)
Local District must propose to
begin or change the
identification, evaluation, or
educational placement or refuse
to change identification,
evaluation or educational
placement.

PWN includes:

-the action proposed/refused
-explanation of why the district
is proposing/refusing the action
-description of
evaluation/assessment/procedure
the district is considering

-other options considered by the
IEP team and reasons not
selected.

Transition Planning

Child:
Transition checklist
° Classroom

assessment tools
that measure
developmentally
appropriate practices
of environment and
teaching practices

e  Staff evaluation plan
that measures
interactions with
students and families

° Child evaluation and

assessment policies
and practices that
measure child’s
development
including
independence, self
help, and social
interactions

Transition Planning

Part B

Part C Transition

Leaving Part C

EA

MI Family Guidebook

Michigan Alliance for Families

Transition Flowchart

Special Needs Resources: Friendship
Clrcle Blog

Emotional Support for Families during
Transitions

Center for Parent Information & Resources

Family Resources

Parent Advocacy

Inclusion opportunities in
community-based preschools

Family guide to inclusion

Inclusion classroom profile



https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/decrp/TR-2_EI_to_Preschool_2018.pdf?cid=b5a1ae7083f1333d9afc8395be54648f
https://ectacenter.org/topics/transition/transition.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/transition/reglaw.asp
https://1800earlyon.org/Files/PDF/Guidebook3FINAL.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
https://1800earlyon.org/Files/PDF/14-EOM-0188_FamilyGuidebook_Interactive.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/transition/timeline_flowchart_APR_indicators_09-12_OSEP_approved.pdf
https://www.friendshipcircle.org/blog/
https://www.friendshipcircle.org/blog/
https://www.ohsu.edu/oregon-family-to-family-health-information-center/finding-resources-and-emotional-support-0
https://www.ohsu.edu/oregon-family-to-family-health-information-center/finding-resources-and-emotional-support-0
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/transitionpreschool/
https://www.care.com/c/stories/6620/10-helpful-special-needs-organizations/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/advocacy/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/inclusion/
https://blog.brookespublishing.com/12-key-practices-for-high-quality-early-childhood-inclusion/

Implementation Indicators

Data Collection and Analysis

Evidence
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Resources

Transition Planning

Family:
Involved families who have
positive collaborative
relationships with
provider/program.
e  Prepared for changes in
roles and routines
e  Provided family centered
information and supports
e Range of culturally and
linguistically responsive
supports available
Program:
A supportive infrastructure with
continuity and alignment
between sending and receiving
programs
e Developmentally
appropriate services
e  Atransition team that
includes the family
e  (lear communication and
expectations between
programs and families
e  \Varied opportunities to
foster family-school
connections

Options
Transition Planning

Family:

eConnected to other families
who can offer advice and
support

eUnderstand their rights and the
safeguards that protect their
rights under the law

e|dentify the best goals and

actions to meet their child’s
and family’s needs

eTalk about their child’s needs

with receiving caregivers

Program:

e Measures & discusses growth
using Child Outcomes based
on assessment data and parent
input in 1)Positive social &
emotional skills 2) Acquisition
and Use of Knowledge and
Skills 3) Use of appropriate
behaviors to meet their needs

e Discusses steps and timeline
to develop an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) if child is
eligible for special education

Transition Planning

Family:
Formal notices and policies in place
as evidenced by:
e Interagency or intra agency
agreements

e formal communication plan
e  transition handbook
e community resource guide
e  culturally and linguistically
appropriate materials and
approach
Program:

‘Joint Professional Learning with all

early childhood cohorts 0-5:

e aligning outcomes for home
visiting, early care &
education, and early
intervention

B of IDEA

Transition Planning

Part C/B:

*Check your local Great Start
Collaborative for local Parent
Coalition information
Michigan Great Start
Collaboratives

NAEYC:
Reducing Challenging

Behaviors during Transitions:
Strategies for Early Childhood

Educators to Share with

Parents

Head Start:
Supporting Transitions: Early

Educators Partnering with

e Understanding of procedural

Families

Supporting Transitions:
Program Policies and

safeguards for Part C and Part

Practices

Supporting Transitions: Using
Child Development as a Guide



https://www.michigan.gov/mikidsmatter/0,9220,7-376-101702-511306--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mikidsmatter/0,9220,7-376-101702-511306--,00.html
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/sep2018/reducing-challenging-behaviors-during-transitions
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/sep2018/reducing-challenging-behaviors-during-transitions
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/sep2018/reducing-challenging-behaviors-during-transitions
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/sep2018/reducing-challenging-behaviors-during-transitions
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/sep2018/reducing-challenging-behaviors-during-transitions
https://partnership.vcu.edu/projectseedva/downloadables/supporting-transitions-brief-one.pdf
https://partnership.vcu.edu/projectseedva/downloadables/supporting-transitions-brief-one.pdf
https://partnership.vcu.edu/projectseedva/downloadables/supporting-transitions-brief-one.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/supporting-transitions-program-policies-practices
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/supporting-transitions-program-policies-practices
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/supporting-transitions-program-policies-practices
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/supporting-transitions-using-child-development-guide
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/supporting-transitions-using-child-development-guide

Implementation Indicators Data Collection and Analysis Resources
Options Evidence
Transition Planning Transition Planning Transition Planning
Program: Program: Program:
e Formal and informal
mechanisms to connect | e Establishes strong team Supporting Transitions: Working
all stakeholders collaboration between sending with Early Education Partners
e An identified contact and receiving programs:
person to facilitate Effectively working with EC Early Head Start Transition
transition within the professionals Think Babies Michigan
program/agency e Establishes supportive
e  Atimely transition plan interactions between child and National Head Start Association
that identifies strengths, staff, a welcoming
needs, timelines, and environment, and shares Hope Starts Here: Detroit Resource
assessment regular routines with
children/families Center on the Social and Emotional

Foundations for Early Learning
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https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c159.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/php-c159.pdf
https://www.early-education.org.uk/transitions
https://www.early-education.org.uk/transitions
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/transitions
https://www.ecic4kids.org/policy-thinkbabiesmi/
https://www.nhsa.org/
https://hopestartsheredetroit.org/about/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
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Resources

Transition Decision

Making & Data/
Information Gathering

Family:

Engaged families who are
dctively involved in all aspects of
the decision making process

e  Provides information
regarding child strengths
and needs in the
assessment process.

e  Allowed to visit schools
and/or programs

e  Encouraged to bring other
voices to the table

Program:

e Initiates planning process
as close to 27 months as
possible

e Knowledgeable of
community resources and
how to access them

e Help children and families

develop advocacy skills by
encouraging clarifying
questions.

Transition Decision

Making &
Data/Information

Gathering

Family:

e Share their dreams and goals
for their child to ensure it is
child-centered

e Seek support from other
families, professionals, or care
takers in decision-making
process

Program:

e Gathers informed consent, or
written permission, from
parent to evaluate their child’s
functional performance

e Collects data in manner that
takes into account cultural and
linguistic components

Transition Decision

Making &
Data/Information
Gathering

Family:
Child and family visit programs as
needed

Established family to family
support groups and a mechanism
to inform/invite parents

Program:
° Transition checklist is
utilized

Service Coordinator informs
families of their rights and
procedural safeguards
(Sect. 303.34 IDEA Part C)
and checks for
understanding

Early On Prior Written Notice:
Birth to Three Years

Transition Decision Making
Data/Information Gathering

Every Child Succeeds Act of 2015

Transitions for Children and Youth
AOTA

Early Childhood Transitions

Transition Handbook

Early Childhood Transition
Guidebook

Early On Transition Manual

Part C Early Intervention Program
infants & toddlers

Transition checklist

Supporting Transitions

Conscious Discipline



https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/decrp/TR-2_EI_to_Preschool_2018.pdf?cid=b5a1ae7083f1333d9afc8395be54648f
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/3240/PWN_Form.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/3240/PWN_Form.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn
https://www.aota.org/~/media/Corporate/Files/AboutOT/Professionals/WhatIsOT/CY/Fact-Sheets/Transitions.pdf
https://www.aota.org/~/media/Corporate/Files/AboutOT/Professionals/WhatIsOT/CY/Fact-Sheets/Transitions.pdf
https://www.uwyo.edu/wind/_files/docs/cop/cop_ec-transitions_best_practice.pdf
https://www.ceitan-earlystart.org/wp-content/uploads/TransHndbk_Final_061515.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-a40.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-a40.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Files/Uploads/New/188/Revised_Transition.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/c
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/c
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/decrp/TR-2_EI_to_Preschool_2018.pdf?cid=b5a1ae7083f1333d9afc8395be54648f
https://web.partnership.vcu.edu/projectseedva/downloadables/supporting-transitions-brief-one.pdf
https://consciousdiscipline.com/
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Implementation Indicators Data Collection and Analysis Evidence Resources
Options
Transition Decision Transition Decision Making
Making & Data/ & Data/ Information
Information Gathering Gathering Continued
Continued
Program: Partnerships for Action , Voices for

Empowerment
e  Identify how to evaluate

and/or progress monitor Peak Parent Center
child’s success with both
family and staff DODEA Special Education Series
e Information gathering &
assessment data collected Indicator Data Collection and
from all Early Childhood Reporting (North Carolina)
practitioners.
e  Communication that is Birth to Five Assessment Model
Individualized for (Maryland
families that empowers
family voice & supports Gathering and Giving Information
informed consent. with Families

Sharing Information with families

Classroom Assessment Scoring

System (CLASS)



https://wapave.org/early-learning-transition-when-birth-3-services-end/
https://wapave.org/early-learning-transition-when-birth-3-services-end/
https://www.peakparent.org/blog/transition-early-intervention-services-ifsp-preschool-services-iep
https://www.dodea.edu/Curriculum/specialEduc/upload/MAX-268_EarlyInt_12-11.pdf
https://nceln.fpg.unc.edu/transitionresources
https://nceln.fpg.unc.edu/transitionresources
http://olms.cte.jhu.edu/olms2/142039
http://olms.cte.jhu.edu/olms2/142039
https://depts.washington.edu/isei/iyc/21.4_woods.pdf
https://depts.washington.edu/isei/iyc/21.4_woods.pdf
https://earlyedu.instructure.com/courses/563/pages/session-8-section-2-sharing-information-with-families?module_item_id=122750
https://teachstone.com/class/
https://teachstone.com/class/

Implementation Indicators

Data Collection and Analysis

Options

Evidence
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Resources

Transition Services

Family:

Considered a valued member of the

transition process

e |dentify potential options
for where services may be
offered when the child
leaves Part C.

e  Positive working
relationships with service
providers.

° Individualized forms of
communication that
supports families are
empowered with family
voice & informed consent

Transition Services

Family:

e Seeks to understand all
available options for where their
child may receive services next,
and makes informed family
decisions

Transition Services

Family:

Family priorities are
reflected in transition plan
and service options

Transition Services

Social Emotional Health &
School Readiness

What Works Briefs:

Summaries of Effective
Practices for Supporting
Children's Social-Emotional
Development and Preventing
Challenging Behaviors.

Center on the Social and

Emotional Foundations for

Early Learning

Family Tools



https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Pyramid/overview/index.html
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Pyramid/overview/index.html
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/what_works.html
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/family.html

Implementation Indicators

Transition Services

Program:

Informal and formal
communication and cooperation
that promotes continuity and
alignment between sending and
receiving programs

e  Facilitate skill development
child needs for
participation in receiving
program, especially
social-emotional skills.
Create opportunities for
student success.

Coach families on new
program expectations
Minimize disruption of
services between programs
Support child’s
participation and
engagement by
implementing plans for
accommodations,
adaptations, and
equipment/technology
needs

Follow up after transition to
support adjustment
Connected to community
resources, including health
care, for comprehensive

Data Collection and Analysis

Options
Transition Services

Program:

e Early intervention services are
funded through IDEA Part C and
do not continue after age 3.
Local school districts are
responsible for special
education preschool if the child
qualifies.

Consider the options as a
sending/receiving team for early
care & education programming
depending on a child’s needs
and strengths:

e Public Funded Preschool (if
eligible Head Start or Great
Start Readiness Program)

e Private preschool (parent
pay)

e Special services

e No program

e Neighborhood/church
playgroup

e Parks and recreation
programs

service plan

Evidence

Transition Services

Program:
e Interagency agreements are

maisa

Resources

Transition Services

Social Emotional Health &
School Readiness

in place for data sharing
Communication materials
or strategies exist to share
program expectations with
parents

No (or minimal) gaps in
services between the end off
Part C and the beginning of
the new placement
Compliant on Part C
transition indicators

(8A and 8C)

Compliant on Indicator B12
(Timely initial IEP)

What Works Briefs: Summaries
of Effective Practices for
Supporting Children's
Social-Emotional Development
and Preventing Challenging
Behaviors.

State of M| Early On State
Plan



https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Pyramid/overview/index.html
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/Pyramid/overview/index.html
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/what_works.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_State_Plan_-_Final_3-2016_518546_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_State_Plan_-_Final_3-2016_518546_7.pdf

